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In this year of the century and one of the ANC, we must think deeper, 
act bolder, to celebrate our capacity to conduct dialogue to resolve the 
most pressing challenges facing our country. 
By Ike Moroe
The need for a convention 
for national dialogue to forge 
national unity and a common 
united vision 
The objective of the African National Congress led government, as enshrined in 
the Constitution of the Republic, is to 
build a non-racial, united, non-sexist, 
democratic and prosperous South 
Africa. However, the ANC is presiding 
over an increasingly fractured society. 
For the ANC to stem this tide and lead 
the society, it must be bold and convene 
a national dialogue, to give the country 
a common, united vision. Dabbling in 
fragmented and half-hearted measures 
is counter-productive.
Service delivery protests and 
wild-cat strikes signify a measure of 
the challenge to the legitimacy of the 
ANC led government. To maintain 
its legitimacy as the leader of South 
African society, the ANC government 
must consult widely and act decisively 
to resolve the problems of the people.
Our entry into a non-racial 
democracy is only 18 years old.  but 
the deliberate institutional denial 
of development for the black 
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than three centuries old, whilst the 
over development, albeit in a racist 
trajectory, of the minority white 
population, is equally three centuries 
old. 
This system, originating from 
colonial subjugation of the Africans, the 
years of the wars of colonial conquest, 
the period of the struggle for liberation, 
up to the eve of the formal abolition 
of apartheid,  deepened poverty along 
racial lines. 
Therefore the majority of those 
who carry the burden of our 
economic and social hardships are 
black people, whose lives ought to 
improve substantially through material 
changes resulting from our democratic 
breakthrough. The white people, with 
their history of institutional entitlement, 
are currently engrossed with third 
generation rights, and the protection of 
the privileges and benefits that accrued 
to them in the past.
This divided past stands at the center 
of our challenges. It is a past which is 
stubbornly holding back our future. It 
is a past which thrives on maintaining 
mistrust within the South African 
society. Since the 1994 democratic 
victory, race, class, gender and ethnic 
divisions still persist. 
Therefore our main challenge 
is averting the tragedy of poverty, 
unemployment and increasing 
inequality, all of which tend to feed and 
accelerate the lurking demons of racial, 
tribal and class conflagration.  Our 
strategic focus should be to successfully 
unite the people of South Africa, under 
one identity, with one common united 
vision of prosperity for all.
Currently there seem to be a lot 
of challenges dividing us rather than 
a common resolve uniting us. There 
seems to be a cacophony of varied 
voices and ideas, coming from different 
angles, and clearly clashing on how 
best we could meet our challenges.
The role of the ANC in this 
uncoordinated, non-facilitated, 
directionless noise must be to listen, 
guide and lead the initiative to harness 
the energies of society, and provide 
a platform for meaningful national 
dialogue to seek and find adequate 
common resolve to the problems 
besetting our country.
Research shows that income 
inequalities have grown increasingly 
over the 18 years of democratic 
governance. According to that 
research, South Africa stands second 
today in the list of countries with the 
highest income inequalities in the 
whole world.
These reports also illustrate how on 
the employment front, the number of 
whites holding middle to executive 
positions have steadily increased in 
the private sector. but unemployment 
amongst Africans is unacceptably high.
Yet the research conducted to 
ascertain the levels of satisfaction in our 
ANC led government give a different 
picture. They produce the inverse of 
the reports on unemployment and 
growing inequality. 
Africans express high levels 
of satisfaction with the ANC led 
government followed by coloureds and 
Indians. The white population, which 
ostensibly is better off, express very low 
levels of satisfaction with the ANC led 
government. 
However, resistance to government 
policies does not only come from the 
white population, but also increasingly 
from organised labour. Africans 
constitute the overwhelming majority 
of that sector.
This is because the pay packets of 
the employed workers are shrinking 
in relation to price increases on 
food, housing, transport, and 
clothing. Compounding this reality, 
retrenchments weigh heavily on the 
pay packets of the employed who 
have to support growing numbers 
of destitute extended family and 
community members, often leading to 
unbearable debt. 
The harrowing reality of youth 
unemployment, hovering at around 
70%, poses a grave danger to the 
stability of our country. The programmes 
designed to alleviate this situation are 
stalled due to mismanagement and 
failure to implement.  
The tension developing in the rural 
areas, regarding the authority of the 
traditional leaders and their capacity to 
dispense justice is seething. People see 
the increasing desire for the traditional 
leaders to preside in their courts as a 
return to the past.
On the other hand, traditional 
leaders argue that their authority is 
a given, according to the history of 
their peoples. They argue that they are 
motivated by the need to restore what 
apartheid destroyed.
While there are attempts to finalise 
the bill dealing with traditional 
authorities in parliament, the rural 
masses and activists doubt its 
constitutionality. The sexist posture of 
that bill, an expression of patriarchy, 
reduces women and children to 
second class citizens, who exist at the 
behest of men.
The regularity of community 
protests against perceived and real 
service delivery failures is increasing. 
While we sometimes argue that these 
are internally sponsored destabilisation 
ploys by members of the ANC in 
the process of leadership positions 
contestation, it is dumbfounding how 
protestors are easily mobilised, and this 
happens even in those areas where the 
ANC is not in power.
Our interpretation of the law seems 
polarised according to the position one 
occupies, the class one belongs to, and 
the racial grouping of which one is part.
The judiciary itself stands to be 
questioned on its understanding of 
our constitution. This is in view of 
observations and remarks that there 
are progressive and reactionary judges 
and magistrates. Just the existence 
of this notion indicates not a healthy 
While there are 
attempts to finalise 
the bill dealing with 
traditional authorities 
in parliament, the 
rural masses and 
activists doubt its 
constitutionality. The 
sexist posture of that 
bill, an expression of 
patriarchy, reduces 
women and children to 
second class citizens, 
who exist at the 
behest of men.
T H E  T H I N K E R54
difference of opinion within that 
august community, but a tension that 
is a potential threat to the integrity of 
our judiciary.
Recently culture and the arts were 
brought under a painful spotlight, when 
it became clear that the very principles 
of the respect and protection of 
human dignity, and the right to artistic 
expression were not only entities with 
a healthy measure of tension between 
them, but were actually threatening to 
tear apart the umbilical cord holding 
the people of this country together.
Racial outbursts, and equally racial 
counters to those, can only mean that 
the levels of racial intolerance are 
increasing, and occupying opposite 
trenches. This is a splendid recipe for 
the collapse of our dream of a non-
racial, united, non-sexist, democratic 
and prosperous South Africa!
We persist in our raging debates, 
frothing with the fury of people in a 
stadium, watching a game of soccer, 
urging their team on, but speaking 
incoherently, shouting above their 
heads, screaming advice that is unlikely 
to be heard or taken seriously.
In this rage, the Constitution of the 
Republic is not left unscathed. Some 
call for its amendment, others insist that 
it is under threat, and yet others insist 
that it constrains the political will to 
finally banish the legacy of apartheid.
The Constitution of the Republic, 
opening with the spirit of the noble 
ideal of the Freedom Charter as an 
embodiment of the principles of the 
ANC, declares:
"We the people of South Africa, 
recognise the injustices of the past; 
Honour those who suffered for justice 
and freedom in our land; and Believe 
that South Africa belongs to all who live 
in it, united in our diversity."
The Constitution of the Republic 
further illustrates in the same preamble, 
objectives which must be attained 
through the obligatory participation 
of all citizens to normalise our society, 
after centuries of social strife and 
uneven development. 
In a crystal clear illustration it 
exhorts:
"Heal the divisions of the past and 
establish a society based on democratic 
values, social justice and fundamental 
human rights; Lay the foundation 
for a democratic and open society in 
which government is based on the 
will of the people and every citizen 
is equally protected by law; Improve 
the quality of life of all citizens and 
free the potential of each person; and 
build a united and democratic South 
Africa able to take its rightful place as a 
sovereign state in the family of nations."
Further, the ANC led government 
has put in place various acts of 
parliament to give impetus to the 
transformation agenda which the 
Constitution of the Republic, as the 
basic law of the country, exhorts every 
citizen to be part of.  
Policies enacted in parliament 
and through government regulations 
include Affirmative Action, the 
development of executive black 
management, Black Empowerment 
and Broad Based Black Economic 
Empowerment on the economic 
transformation front. Various Charters 
were put in place to facilitate an 
increase in black ownership in different 
sectors of the economy. 
But, in most cases, white 
capital and expertise has mutated 
these plans through complex 
financial arrangements which led 
to the systematic collapse of the 
transformative deals with little accruing 
to the beneficiaries.
While in some instances, simple 
tricks are used to create fronting shells, 
exploiting the ignorance of the workers 
who were in many instances signed in 
and out of lucrative deals without their 
knowledge.
A sense is evolving that local capital 
and foreign investors either undermine 
government initiatives to grow and 
transform the economy, or simply 
doubt the legitimacy and long-term 
capacity of the ANC led government 
to manage the country and economic 
transformation.
The failure of Black people to gain 
legitimate entry into the economic 
entrails of the country has given rise 
to insider trading and sometimes plain 
theft from the public purse. As a result 
corruption is rife and the monopoly 
of the powerful, rich and connected 
continues.
The often reported corruptive 
collusion between the state and 
business is gradually eroding legitimate 
business confidence in our country. It is 
gradually projecting the South African 
government as a kleptocracy. 
While the government is taking 
heat on accusations of this nature, 
private capital, which largely owns 
the media, and is a major partner in 
most reported cases of corruption, or 
alleged corruption, generally appears 
unscathed. It is as though its role 
was clean and bears no mark of the 
corruption of government officials.
However when reports of corrupt 
practices involving black business is 
alleged or reported there is a huge 
outcry. This bears testimony to the fact 
that even business is not united. It also 
suffers the yawning gap of divisions 
between white established business 
and black emerging enterprises.
Serious crimes like price fixing, 
involving white monopolies, are 
reported as though they are low level 
violations, though they involve huge 
amounts of money and hit the pockets 
mainly of the poor, as is the case with 
the bread price fixing by big bakers 
owned by big white capital.
Education in traditionally black 
areas is seriously ailing, suffering 
from infrastructural and work ethic 
fatigue. Less hours are spent in terms 
of teaching and learning. This is while 
the operation of schools serving the 
urban middle strata  remains seamless, 
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producing better results year in and 
year out.
The public health sector is bursting 
at the seams, with negative impact on 
African people in particular. On the 
other hand, the health private sector 
which services proportionally more 
white people than blacks, offers its 
clients, who constitute a minority of 
the population, better services.
Our challenges are gigantic. Our 
efforts to unite the people of South 
Africa behind the programmes of 
government, to reduce the levels 
of inequalities, grow the economy 
and create employment, look 
insurmountable, for as long as we are 
trapped in our warped monologues.
Every day that passes we see the 
legitimacy of the ANC being eroded. 
We must look deeper into our society, 
of which the ANC is increasingly 
becoming a mirror. 
Our factional warring battles 
for leadership positions, seemingly 
uninformed by any legitimate 
ideological framework to deepen our 
liberation and benefit the masses, 
undermine the legitimacy of the ANC 
as the leading and uniting force of the 
people of South Africa.
The ANC must start to address these 
issues that divide rather than unite our 
society. We must not be complacent, 
and think that our legitimacy cannot be 
challenged.
The fact that we have won every 
general election since the advent of 
democracy must not lull us into a 
comfort zone. The idea is to be vigilant, 
prepared and ready to act to secure 
our position as leaders of society to 
enable us to advance our revolutionary 
agenda. 
We must always remember, in a 
democracy, a year in politics may be 
too long. Our current focus must be 
to have a deeper understanding of 
the pressing needs of the people, and 
to continually unite society behind 
the noble ideals of the liberation 
movement.
The temptation to rattle sabres, 
paying scant attention to the rumblings 
beneath what a naked eye refuses to 
see, but the ear can clearly hear, has 
the potential to explode in the most 
inopportune of times. We must know 
what the people want, and we must 
give undivided attention to the needs 
of the people.
But our approach should not be 
about confrontation to assuage our 
frustrations. We must endeavor to 
draw as many people as possible, as 
many schools of thought as possible, 
as many democrats and patriots as 
possible, into the stream of national 
dialogue, to give the politics of our 
country a new meaning of patriotism, 
and a readiness for all to sacrifice, for 
all to enjoy equality, prosperity, and a 
better life.
The time has come to acknowledge 
that the task to resolve the triple 
scourge of poverty, unemployment 
and inequality, which affects the youth 
more than anyone else, is not only the 
role of the ANC and the Alliance, but 
it is the responsibility of the whole of 
society.
This vision must flow from all 
South Africans, and oblige all of us 
to seek a common understanding 
of the developmental nature of the 
constitution of the Republic, to heal 
our past, and realise together a South 
Africa which is united, democratic, 
non-racial, non-sexist and prosperous 
for all its citizens.
The notion of the second phase of 
transition must assume new meaning. It 
must be a clarion call with a conviction 
that we cannot do things in the same 
old way. It must make us realise that 
we need to raise our heads and look 
beyond the confines of our comfort 
zone. In this year of the century and 
one of the ANC, we must think deeper, 
act bolder, to celebrate our capacity to 
conduct dialogue to resolve the most 
pressing challenges facing our country. 
We must resolve to marshall the 
democratic forces of our country in 
the spirit of the watershed years of 
1912, 1955 and 1961, to rise to our 
challenges, and emulate those who 
came before us, and bequeathed to 
us, this movement which in due course 
we will have to pass on to future 
generations in a healthier and stronger 
state than we found it.
The renewal of the ANC post 
Mangaung must be congruent with the 
evolution of the society it is leading. 
Failure to match the two would cause 
a disjuncture that would isolate the 
ANC from reality, and indeed the 
masses which it must lead. The ANC 
can only successfully lead the country 
when it understands and appreciates 
the needs, concerns and readiness to 
sacrifice of component parts of that 
society.  
A bold call for a national dialogue of 
patriotic democratic forces, to discuss, 
examine, diagnose and craft the basis 
of a truly common and patriotic vision, 
to put our country  on an equal footing 
among nations, would be a courageous 
step to consolidate the position of the 
ANC as the leader of the society.
Our leadership of the national 
dialogue to forge national unity is 
critical to ensure that our society must 
not rupture, and that the resolution 
of the challenges facing our country 
are South African, firmly based on the 
revolutionary principles that put the 
plight of the people, especially the 
working class and the poor, first. 
Our failure to appreciate the need 
for national dialogue, and our critical 
task to lead the process, will certainly 
lead to the initiative being snatched 
from our hands. If that happens our 
credibility to claim the leadership of 
the society, and ability to drive the 
project of democratic transformation 
for a better life for all will lie in tatters. 
The time for action is now. The 
issue must not be why, but the urgent 
and burning question must be how 
and where.
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